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On June 25, the Senate foreign relations committee rejected approval of a UN anti-drug convention
aimed at reducing illegal traffic in psychotropic substances and narcotics. Committee spokespersons
said the proposed convention is in violation of the nation's constitution. In 1988, the UN adopted the
international convention at a conference in Vienna. According to Liberal Party Senator Humberto
Pelaez Gutierrez, secretary of the Latin American Parliament, the convention contradicts five articles
of the constitution promulgated in July last year. The constitution prohibits extradition of Colombian
nationals. President Cesar Gaviria's government submitted the convention to the congress for
ratification in December. According to Pelaez, the international treaty is strictly penal in nature,
comprised of penal procedures, such as mutual legal assistance, and confiscation of tangible and
financial assets obtained through drug trafficking. In addition, the convention is a de facto collective
treaty on extradition. The senator said that a curious feature of the treaty is its focus on nationstates where narcotics are produced and shipped. Very little attention, he added, is given to drug
consumer countries. (Source: Spanish news service EFE, 06/25/92)
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